
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 WRITE 

Tape or tie ribbons to a 

stick. Practice making 

lots of swirling      

movements 

2 SING 

Head and Shoulders 

Knees and Toes 

3 PLAY 

Check out Jim Gill  

music from the library 

and dance along! 

4 TALK 

Make a list of move-

ments (jump, spin, tip-

toe). Yell them out and 

have the kids echo them 

back as they dance. 

5 Bring it all together 

and have a dance party! 

Swirl your ribbons, sing 

along to the music, and 

make up your own 

dance moves 

6 Word of the Week is: 

Assignment 

 

“My teacher gave me 

three assignments to do 

this week.” 

7 READ 

Lola goes to school by 

Anna McQuinn 

8 WRITE 

Make a list of things to 

learn in school. Draw 

pictures of each thing. 

9 SING 

The ABC song 

10 PLAY 

Collect some stuffed 

toys or siblings and play  

school. 

11 TALK 

about what it was like 

when you went to 

school with your kids or 

students. 

12 Bring it all together 

and make a book about 

school in the past and 

school in the future. 

13 Word of the Week is: 

Patient 

 

Being patient means 

waiting, without     

whining or complaining. 

14 READ 

The very impatient   

caterpillar by Ross   

Burach 

15 WRITE 

Draw a picture of a  

caterpillar, cocoon, and 

butterfly 

16 SING 

Samantha the butterfly 

by Fox and Branch from  

Things are coming my 

way 

17 PLAY 

Build your own cocoon 

using blankets or 

scarves, then change 

into a butterfly and flap 

your wings 

18 TALK 

Go on a walk and look 

for butterflies, moths, 

and other insects. Talk 

about what you see. 

19 Bring it all together 

and make a plan for a 

butterfly garden. It can 

be as simple as a pot 

and a plant, waiting for 

spring. 

20 Word of the Week is: 

Teal 

 

Teal is a blue-green 

color. What other fancy 

color words do you 

know? 

21 READ 

Wake up, color pup by 

Taia Morley 

22 WRITE 

Use markers or crayons 

to draw a rainbow 

23 SING 

Down on Grandpa’s 

Farm by Raffi from 

One Light, One Sun 

24 PLAY 

with colored blocks. 

Make your own out of 

clay or cardboard. 

25 TALK 

Go on a walk and    

identify all the colors 

you see. 

26 Bring it all together 

and make rainbows out 

of toys, art materials, or 

other things you have 

around the house 

27 Word of the Week is: 

Flood 

 

When there is a lot of 

water, there is a flood. 

28 READ 

Noah builds an ark by 

Kate Banks 

29 WRITE 

Draw a picture of your 

ark. What would you 

build it out of? Who 

would use it? 

30 SING 

Who built the ark? 

   

September 2020 

Fall is a great time to talk about the changes you see 
outdoors and introduce new vocabulary.  Let your 
children observe and ask questions as you explore 
outdoors and read, write, draw, sing, and play with 
what you see, hear, smell, and feel. 

Our fall may look different, but the 
library is still available! Sign up for 
virtual storytimes, visit Pinterest to 
place holds, or make an appoint-
ment to browse the youth areas. 

Early Literacy activities you can do at home, 
school, or the library with young children. 
Read, write, sing, play, and talk all week long!  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 PLAY 

with water in a sink, 

tub, or bathtub. 

2 TALK 

about what you do in 

the rain. What do     

animals do in the rain? 

What would you do in a 

flood? 

3 Bring it all together 

and build a boat out of 

recyclables, popsicle 

sticks, or bottles. Test it 

in the water and see how 

it floats. 

4 Word of the Week is: 

Map 

 

A map is a guide. There 

are many different kinds 

of maps. 

5 READ 

Mapping Sam by 

Joyce Hesselberth 

6 WRITE 

Draw a map of       

somewhere familiar, 

your neighborhood, 

school, or home. 

7 SING 

Me on the map by 

Brady Rymer from  

Press Play 

8 PLAY 

Follow the map you 

drew. Where does it 

take you? 

9 TALK 

about different kinds of 

maps. How many can 

you find at home, 

school, or the library? 

10 Bring it all together 

and make a map of your 

day, using Mapping my 

day by Julie Dillemuth 

11 Word of the Week is: 

Autumn 

 

Autumn is another name 

for the season of fall. 

12 READ 

A fall ball for all by 

Jamie Swenson 

13 WRITE 

Draw a picture of your 

favorite fall thing. Write 

a story about what you 

do in the fall. 

14 SING 

Leaf chants 

https://tinyurl.com/

yyooyyjj  

15 PLAY 

outside in the leaves. 

16 TALK 

Go on a walk and talk 

about all the signs of 

fall that you can see. 

17 Bring it all together 

and have a fall party. 

Make leaf crafts, put up 

feeders for the birds, 

and eat apples, nuts, and 

pumpkins. 

18 Word of the Week is: 

Insomnia 

 

If you can’t sleep, you 

have insomnia. 

19 READ 

Queen Panda can’t 

sleep by Susanna Isern 

20 WRITE 

a bedtime story. 

21 SING 

a lullaby 

22 PLAY 

Build beds for stuffed 

animals and toys out of 

blocks, popsicle sticks, 

or other building      

materials 

23 TALK 

about what you do at 

bedtime. What do    

animals do at night? Is it 

the same or different? 

24 Bring it all together 

and have a bedtime  

party. Dress up in your 

pajamas, tell bedtime 

stories, share warm 

drinks, and watch  the 

stars. 

25 Word of the Week is: 

Solitude 

 

Solitude means being 

alone, but sometimes it 

can be nice to be by 

yourself. 

26 READ 

Leyla by Galia       

Bernstein 

27 WRITE 

a list of things you can 

do by yourself and 

things you like to do 

with a friend 

28 SING 

a song you make up by 

yourself 

29 PLAY 

by yourself. 

30 TALK 

Tell yourself a story. 

31 Bring it all together 

and tell a friend all the 

things you did by    

yourself this week. 

October 2020 

Whether you are a teacher or parent, babysitter or grandparent, early 
literacy matters! But it doesn’t need to involve expensive curriculum. 
Plenty of time to play and reading together are proven methods to        
increase children’s literacy and later success in school. Enjoy these sim-
ple projects and visit the library to borrow books and toys! 

Early Literacy activities you can do at home, 
school, or the library with young children.  
Read, write, sing, play, and talk all week long!  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Word of the Week is: 

Scribble 

 

A scribble can be the 

start of letters, a story, 

or a picture. 

2 READ 

A squiggly story by 

Andrew Larson 

3 WRITE 

your own story. It’s ok 

to scribble, have some-

one help, or draw     

pictures. 

4 SING 

Alphabet Safari by 

Blake Hoena (song  

included in book) 

5 PLAY 

with letters. 

6 TALK 

about the words you see 

all around you on signs, 

at the store, and at 

home. 

7 Bring it all together 

and go on a word hunt! 

How many words can 

you find? 

8 Word of the Week is: 

Complicated 

 

Things with a lot of 

parts are complicated. 

 

9 READ 

Just like Rube Gold-

berg by Sarah         

Aronson 

10 WRITE 

Draw your own Rube 

Goldberg machine. 

Don’t forget to label all 

the parts. 

11 SING 

There’s a hole in the 

bottom of the sea 

12 PLAY 

Check out a marble run 

from the library and 

build a marble run. 

13 TALK 

about the machines you 

see around you. How do 

you think they work? 

14 Bring it all together 

and build a complicated 

machine. 

15 Word of the Week is: 

Infant 

 

An infant is another 

name for a baby 

16 READ 

B is for Baby by      

Atinuke 

17 WRITE 

Make letter Bs out of 

playdough 

18 SING 

A nursery rhyme 

19 PLAY 

pat-a-cake. 

20 TALK 

about the things you see 

that start with B. 

21 Bring it all together 

and have a baby party. 

Play with dolls if you 

don’t have babies (or 

they don’t want to 

play!) 

22 Word of the Week is: 

Insectivore 

 

An insectivore is an 

animal that mostly eats 

insects. 

23 READ 

What does an anteater 

eat? by Ross Collins 

24 WRITE 

a list of all your favorite 

foods. 

25 SING 

Apples and Bananas by  

Raffi 

26 PLAY 

in the kitchen at home 

or at school. 

27 TALK 

about what you will 

have for dinner. What is 

the food made out of? 

How do you fix it? 

28 Bring it all together 

and help your grown-

ups cook a meal. 

29 Word of the Week is: 

Sibilant 

 

Sibilant is a soft, hissing 

sound, like a snake. 

30 READ 

Snakes on a train by 

Kathryn Dennis 

     

November 2020 

If your child can’t write yet, or struggles to write, let them tell you the words and write 
them down. Let them scribble and pretend-write, an important step in early literacy. Do 
lots of art projects, use scissors, crayons, and paintbrushes to develop fine motor skills. 
Learn about and handle shapes so that children will be able to identify letters later on. Play 
with puzzles to learn sequencing and build vocabulary by talking to and with your child. 

Early Literacy activities you can do at home, 
school, or the library with young children.  
Read, write, sing, play, and talk all week long!  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 WRITE 

Draw snakes 

2 SING 

I’m being eaten by a 

boa constrictor by Shel 

Silverstein 

3 PLAY 

with playdough and 

make snakes. 

4 TALK 

Look for S shapes all 

around you. Make a 

“sss” sound each time 

you see one! 

5 Bring it all together 

and have a snake party. 

Make snakes with 

playdough or clay, do a 

wiggly snake dance, and 

practice your hissing. 

6 Word of the Week is: 

Travel 

7 READ 

The bus ride by        

Marianne Dubuc 

8 WRITE 

Write or draw a story 

about something you 

saw on a bus or in the 

car. 

9 SING 

The wheels on the bus 

10 PLAY 

Imagine a story for each 

of the creatures Clara 

sees on the bus. Act 

them out. 

11 TALK 

about the story. What do 

you think is happening? 

Are the creatures scary 

or friendly? 

12 Bring it all together 

and go on an imaginary 

bus ride. Then make a 

book about all the things 

you saw and heard. 

13 Word of the Week is: 

Precipitation 

 

This means rain, snow, 

or anything else wet that 

falls from the sky. 

14 READ 

Best in snow by April 

Pulley Sayre 

15 WRITE 

Cut out snowflakes with 

scissors 

16 SING 

Sing the cold winter 

away by Kathy Reid-

Naiman 

17 PLAY 

in the snow. If there is 

no snow, use your    

imagination! 

18 TALK 

about snow. Do you 

remember the last time 

it snowed? What do you 

like to do in the snow? 

19 Bring it all together 

and play in the snow. If 

there is no snow, make 

snowflakes and      

snowballs out of       

recycled paper 

20 Word of the Week is: 

Surprise 

 

What is your favorite 

kind of surprise? 

21 READ 

Brownie Groundhog 

and the wintry        

surprise by Susan 

Blackaby 

22 WRITE 

a story with a surprise 

ending. 

23 SING 

Pop goes the weasel 

24 PLAY 

hide and seek. 

25 TALK 

about a time you had a 

good surprise and a bad 

surprise. What made 

them good and bad? 

26 Bring it all together 

and make a surprise for 

a friend or neighbor. 

27 Word of the Week is: 

Migration 

 

Animals and people 

migrate—travel to other 

places for many       

different reasons. 

28 READ 

Bird count by Susan 

Edwards Richmond 

29 WRITE 

down all the birds you 

see and/or draw pictures 

of them. 

30 SING 

Listen to bird songs and 

try to mimic them. 

www.birds.cornell.edu 

31 PLAY 

Pretend you’re a bird. 

Flap your wings, look 

for food, and make bird 

sounds. 

  

December 2020 

We hope you’ve had a great year of 
reading, writing, singing, playing, 
and talking together with your   
children and students. Get ready 
for another year building early     
literacy skills with the library! 

Model reading by reading yourself, 
talk to your children while running 
errands, sing together, let them 
have free play time, and encourage 
drawing and writing on their own. 

Early Literacy activities you can do at home, 
school, or the library with young children.  
Read, write, sing, play, and talk all week long!  


